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PLAN FOR JOBS — BUSINESS CONFIDENCE 
693. Mr T.J. HEALY to the Premier: 
With the house’s indulgence, I acknowledge on behalf of Minister Tinley the staff and students from the 
Youth Politics Hackathon, who are here in the gallery. 
I refer to the latest business confidence survey by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, 
which has found that confidence in the state is at a three-year high. Can the Premier advise the house how business 
has responded to the McGowan Labor government’s “WA Labor Plan for Jobs” and how the job-creating policies 
of this government encourage and promote business confidence? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Southern River, a very strong local member and strong supporter of jobs in his electorate. 
It is true that the public overwhelmingly endorsed this government at the last state election. They had confidence 
in us to create jobs and promote the state’s economy. As members might note, I just led a major delegation to 
China and Japan to promote and leverage our trading relationship with those two important trading partners of 
Western Australia. What we saw—members will be interested in this—is the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
of Western Australia survey of business confidence that came out recently. It indicated that business confidence 
in Western Australia is at a three-year high. Business sentiment regarding employment has improved dramatically 
with 23 per cent of businesses expecting to hire workers to expand their workforces and 57 per cent of businesses 
expecting to keep their number of workers. 
The Seek survey of job vacancies showed that in October, Western Australia had the largest jump, in percentage 
terms, in job vacancies in the country. It was bigger than in Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and Tasmania. 
It outstripped the average increase across Australia. Since we came to office, 26 000 additional jobs have been created 
in Western Australia. Our unemployment rate is now the second lowest in the country after New South Wales. It is 
lower than in Queensland and South Australia, and equal to Victoria and Tasmania. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Of course, when the Leader of the Opposition was the Treasurer, our unemployment rate was 
the worst in the country. It was worse than in Tasmania! That is the Leader of the Opposition’s record; it was worse 
than in Tasmania. I could send the Leader of the Opposition and the former Premier over there to run the place. 
This government is undertaking a whole range of tasks including creating jobs; unemployment busting; Metronet 
rail and road projects across Western Australia; changes to the skilled migration list; and changes to the regional 
sponsored migration scheme. We have ministers out there every single day hunting down jobs and opportunities 
for Western Australians. They are working very hard across our state. We have seen a significant improvement in 
business confidence and employment in Western Australia under this government. 
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